Article 9.
Dispositions.

§ 7B-900. Purpose.

The purpose of dispositions in juvenile actions is to design an appropriate plan to meet the
needs of the juvenile and to achieve the objectives of the State in exercising jurisdiction. If
possible, the initial approach should involve working with the juvenile and the juvenile's family in
their own home so that the appropriate community resources may be involved in care, supervision,
and treatment according to the needs of the juvenile. Thus, the court should arrange for appropriate
community-level services to be provided to the juvenile and the juvenile's family in order to
strengthen the home situation. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 609, s. 1; 1998-202,
s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60.)

§ 7B-900.1. Post adjudication venue.

(@) At any time after adjudication, the court on its own motion or motion of any party may
transfer venue to a different county, regardless of whether the action could have been commenced
in that county, if the court finds that the forum is inconvenient, that transfer of the action to the
other county is in the best interest of the juvenile, and that the rights of the parties are not prejudiced
by the change of venue.

(b) Before ordering that a case be transferred to another county, the court shall find that
the director of the department of social services in the county in which the action is pending and
the director in the county to which transfer is contemplated have communicated about the case and
that:

1) The two directors are in agreement with respect to each county's responsibility
for providing financial support for the juvenile and services for the juvenile and
the juvenile's family; or

(2)  The Director of the Division of Social Services or the Director's designee has
made that determination pursuant to G.S. 153A-257(d).

(© When the court transfers a case to a different county, the court shall join or substitute
as a party to the action the director of the department of social services in the county to which the
case is being transferred and, if the juvenile is in the custody of the department of social services
in the county in which the action is pending, shall transfer custody to the department of social
services in the county to which the case is being transferred. The director of the department of
social services in the county to which the case is being transferred must be given notice and an
opportunity to be heard before the court enters an order pursuant to this subsection. However, the
director may waive the right to notice and a hearing.

(d) Before ordering that a case be transferred to a different district, the court shall
communicate with the chief district court judge or a judge presiding in juvenile court in the district
to which the transfer is contemplated explaining the reasons for the proposed transfer. If the judge
in the district to which the transfer is proposed makes a timely objection to the transfer, either
verbally or in writing, the court shall order the transfer only after making detailed findings of fact
that support a conclusion that the juvenile's best interests require that the case be transferred.

(e) Before ordering that a case be transferred to another county, the court shall consider
relevant factors, which may include:

1) The current residences of the juvenile and the parent, guardian, or custodian
and the extent to which those residences have been and are likely to be stable.

NC General Statutes - Chapter 7B Acrticle 9 1



(2 The reunification plan or other permanent plan for the juvenile and the likely
effect of a change in venue on efforts to achieve permanence for the juvenile
expeditiously.

3) The nature and location of services and service providers necessary to achieve
the reunification plan or other permanent plan for the juvenile.

4) The impact upon the juvenile of the potential disruption of an existing
therapeutic relationship.

5) The nature and location of witnesses and evidence likely to be required in future
hearings.

(6) The degree to which the transfer would cause inconvenience to one or more
parties.

(7) Any agreement of the parties as to which forum is most convenient.

(8) The familiarity of the departments of social services, the courts, and the local
offices of the guardian ad litem with the juvenile and the juvenile's family.

9) Any other factor the court considers relevant.

U] The order transferring venue shall be in writing, signed, and entered no later than 30
days from completion of the hearing. The order shall identify the next court action and specify the
date within which the next hearing shall be held. If the order is not entered within 30 days following
completion of the hearing, the clerk of court for juvenile matters shall schedule a subsequent
hearing at the first session of court scheduled for the hearing of juvenile matters following the
30-day period to determine and explain the reason for the delay and to obtain any needed
clarification as to the contents of the order. The order shall be entered within 10 days of the
subsequent hearing required by this subsection.

(@)  The clerk shall transmit to the court in the county to which the case is being transferred
a copy of the complete record of the case within three business days after entry of the order
transferring venue.

Upon receiving a case that has been transferred from another county, the clerk shall promptly
satisfy the following:

1) Assign an appropriate file number to the case.

2) Ensure that any necessary appointments of new attorneys or guardians ad litem
are made.

3) Calendar the next court action as set forth in the order transferring venue and
give appropriate notice to all parties. (2009-311, s. 5.)

8 7B-901. Initial dispositional hearing.

(@) The dispositional hearing shall take place immediately following the
adjudicatory hearing and shall be concluded within 30 days of the conclusion of the
adjudicatory hearing. The dispositional hearing may be informal and the court may
consider written reports or other evidence concerning the needs of the juvenile. The
juvenile and the juvenile's parent, guardian, or custodian shall have the right to present
evidence, and they may advise the court concerning the disposition they believe to be in
the best interests of the juvenile. The court may consider any evidence, including hearsay
evidence as defined in G.S. 8C-1, Rule 801, including testimony or evidence from any
person who is not a party, that the court finds to be relevant, reliable, and necessary to
determine the needs of the juvenile and the most appropriate disposition.
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(b)  Atthe dispositional hearing, the court shall inquire as to the identity and location
of any missing parent and whether paternity is at issue. The court shall include findings of
the efforts undertaken to locate the missing parent and to serve that parent and efforts
undertaken to establish paternity when paternity is an issue. The order may provide for
specific efforts in determining the identity and location of any missing parent and specific
efforts in establishing paternity. The court shall also inquire about efforts made to identify
and notify relatives, parents, or other persons with legal custody of a sibling of the juvenile,
as potential resources for placement or support.

(c) If the disposition order places a juvenile in the custody of a county department
of social services, the court shall direct that reasonable efforts for reunification as defined
in G.S. 7B-101 shall not be required if the court makes written findings of fact pertaining
to any of the following, unless the court concludes that there is compelling evidence
warranting continued reunification efforts:

(1) A court of competent jurisdiction determines or has determined that
aggravated circumstances exist because the parent has committed or
encouraged the commission of, or allowed the continuation of, any of the
following upon the juvenile:

a. Sexual abuse.

b. Chronic physical or emotional abuse.
C. Torture.

d. Abandonment.

e.

Chronic or toxic exposure to alcohol or controlled substances that
causes impairment of or addiction in the juvenile.
f. Any other act, practice, or conduct that increased the enormity or added
to the injurious consequences of the abuse or neglect.

(2) A court of competent jurisdiction terminates or has terminated
involuntarily the parental rights of the parent to another child of the
parent.

(3) A court of competent jurisdiction determines or has determined that (i)
the parent has committed murder or voluntary manslaughter of another
child of the parent; (ii) has aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or
solicited to commit murder or voluntary manslaughter of the child or
another child of the parent; (iii) has committed a felony assault resulting
in serious bodily injury to the child or another child of the parent; (iv) has
committed sexual abuse against the child or another child of the parent;
or (v) has been required to register as a sex offender on any
government-administered registry.

(d)  When the court determines that reunification efforts are not required, the court
shall order a permanent plan as soon as possible, after providing each party with a
reasonable opportunity to prepare and present evidence. The court shall schedule a
subsequent hearing within 30 days to address the permanent plans in accordance with
G.S. 7B-906.1 and G.S. 7B-906.2. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, s. 18; 1998-202, s. 6;
1999-456, s. 60; 2003-62, s. 1; 2005-398, s. 4; 2007-276, s. 2; 2011-295, s. 7; 2013-129, s.
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22; 2015-135, s. 2.4; 2015-136, s. 9; 2015-264, s. 34(a); 2016-94, s. 12C.1(g); 2018-86, s.
2))

8§ 7B-902: Repealed by Session Laws 2011-295, s. 8, effective October 1, 2011, and
applicable to actions filed on or pending on or after that date.

8§ 7B-903. Dispositional alternatives for abused, neglected, or dependent juvenile.

(@) The following alternatives for disposition shall be available to any court
exercising jurisdiction, and the court may combine any of the applicable alternatives when
the court finds the disposition to be in the best interests of the juvenile:

(1) Dismiss the case or continue the case in order to allow the parent,
guardian, custodian, caretaker or others to take appropriate action.

(2)  Require that the juvenile be supervised in the juvenile's own home by the
department of social services in the juvenile's county or by another
individual as may be available to the court, subject to conditions
applicable to the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker as the court
may specify.

(3) Repealed by Session Laws 2015-136, s. 10, effective October 1, 2015,
and applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date.

(4)  Place the juvenile in the custody of a parent, relative, private agency
offering placement services, or some other suitable person. If the court
determines that the juvenile should be placed in the custody of an
individual other than a parent, the court shall verify that the person
receiving custody of the juvenile understands the legal significance of the
placement and will have adequate resources to care appropriately for the
juvenile.

(5)  Appoint a guardian of the person for the juvenile as provided in G.S.
7B-600.

(6)  Place the juvenile in the custody of the department of social services in
the county of the juvenile's residence. In the case of a juvenile who has
legal residence outside the State, the court may place the juvenile in the
physical custody of the department of social services in the county where
the juvenile is found so that agency may return the juvenile to the
responsible authorities in the juvenile's home state.

(@l) Inplacing a juvenile in out-of-home care under this section, the court shall first
consider whether a relative of the juvenile is willing and able to provide proper care and
supervision of the juvenile in a safe home. If the court finds that the relative is willing and
able to provide proper care and supervision in a safe home, then the court shall order
placement of the juvenile with the relative unless the court finds that the placement is
contrary to the best interests of the juvenile. In placing a juvenile in out-of-home care under
this section, the court shall also consider whether it is in the juvenile's best interest to
remain in the juvenile's community of residence. Placement of a juvenile with a relative
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outside of this State must be in accordance with the Interstate Compact on the Placement
of Children.

(a2)  An order under this section placing or continuing the placement of the juvenile
in out-of-home care shall contain a finding that the juvenile's continuation in or return to
the juvenile's own home would be contrary to the juvenile's health and safety.

(@a3) Anorder under this section placing the juvenile in out-of-home care shall contain
specific findings as to whether the department has made reasonable efforts to prevent the
need for placement of the juvenile. In determining whether efforts to prevent the placement
of the juvenile were reasonable, the juvenile's health and safety shall be the paramount
concern.

The court may find that efforts to prevent the need for the juvenile's placement were
precluded by an immediate threat of harm to the juvenile. A finding that reasonable efforts
were not made by a county department of social services shall not preclude the entry of an
order authorizing the juvenile's placement when the court finds that placement is necessary
for the protection of the juvenile.

(b)  When the court has found that a juvenile has suffered physical abuse and that
the individual responsible for the abuse has a history of violent behavior against people,
the court shall consider the opinion of the mental health professional who performed an
evaluation under G.S. 7B-503(b) before returning the juvenile to the custody of that
individual.

(c) Repealed by Session Laws 2015-136, s. 10, effective October 1, 2015, and
applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date.

(d)  The court may order that the juvenile be examined by a physician, psychiatrist,
psychologist, or other qualified expert as may be needed for the court to determine the
needs of the juvenile. Upon completion of the examination, the court shall conduct a
hearing to determine whether the juvenile is in need of medical, surgical, psychiatric,
psychological, or other treatment and who should pay the cost of the treatment. The county
manager, or such person who shall be designated by the chairman of the county
commissioners, of the juvenile's residence shall be notified of the hearing and allowed to
be heard. Subject to G.S. 7B-903.1, if the court finds the juvenile to be in need of medical,
surgical, psychiatric, psychological, or other treatment, the court shall permit the parent or
other responsible persons to arrange for treatment. If the parent declines or is unable to
make necessary arrangements, the court may order the needed treatment, surgery, or care
and the court may order the parent to pay the cost of the care pursuant to G.S. 7B-904. If
the court finds the parent is unable to pay the cost of treatment, the court shall order the
county to arrange for treatment of the juvenile and to pay for the cost of the treatment. The
county department of social services shall recommend the facility that will provide the
juvenile with treatment.

(e)  If the court determines that the juvenile may be mentally ill or developmentally
disabled, the court may order the county department of social services to coordinate with
the appropriate representative of the area mental health, developmental disabilities, and
substance abuse services authority or other managed care organization responsible for
managing public funds for mental health and developmental disabilities to develop a
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treatment plan for the juvenile. The court shall not commit a juvenile directly to a State
hospital or developmental center for persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and orders purporting to commit a juvenile directly to a State hospital or
developmental center for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities shall be
void and of no effect. If the court determines that institutionalization is the best service for
the juvenile, admission shall be with the voluntary consent of the parent, guardian, or
custodian. If the parent, guardian, or custodian refuses to consent to admission to a mental
hospital or developmental center for persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, the signature and consent of the court may be substituted for that purpose. A
State hospital or developmental center for persons with intellectual and developmental
disabilities that refuses admission to a juvenile referred for admission by a court, or
discharges a juvenile previously admitted on court referral prior to completion of treatment,
shall submit to the court a written report setting out the reasons for denial of admission or
discharge and setting out the juvenile's diagnosis, indications of mental illness or
intellectual and developmental disabilities, indications of need for treatment, and a
statement as to the location of any facility known to have a treatment program for the
juvenile in question. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1981, c. 469, s. 19; 1985, c. 589, s. 5; ¢. 777, s. 1,
1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 863, s. 2; 1991, c. 636, s. 19(a); 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 609,
s. 3; 1997-516, s. 1A; 1998-202, s. 6; 1998-229, ss. 6, 23; 1999-318, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60;
2002-164, s. 4.8; 2003-140, s. 9(b); 2015-136, s. 10.)

8 7B-903.1. Juvenile placed in custody of a department of social services.

(@)  Exceptas prohibited by federal law, the director of a county department of social
services with custody of a juvenile shall be authorized to make decisions about matters not
addressed herein that are generally made by a juvenile's custodian, including, but not
limited to, educational decisions and consenting to the sharing of the juvenile's information.
The court may delegate any part of this authority to the juvenile's parent, foster parent, or
another individual.

(b)  When a juvenile is in the custody or placement responsibility of a county
department of social services, the placement provider may, in accordance with
G.S. 131D-10.2A, provide or withhold permission, without prior approval of the court or
county department of social services, to allow a juvenile to participate in normal childhood
activities. If such authorization is not in the juvenile's best interest, the court shall set out
alternative parameters for approving normal childhood activities.

(c) Ifajuvenile is removed from the home and placed in the custody or placement
responsibility of a county department of social services, the director shall not allow
unsupervised visitation with or return physical custody of the juvenile to the parent,
guardian, custodian, or caretaker without a hearing at which the court finds that the juvenile
will receive proper care and supervision in a safe home. Before a county department of
social services may recommend return of physical custody of the juvenile to the parent,
guardian, custodian, or caretaker from whom the juvenile was removed, a county
department of social services shall first observe that parent, guardian, custodian, or
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caretaker with the juvenile for at least two visits that support a recommendation to return
physical custody. Each observation visit shall consist of an observation of not less than one
hour with the juvenile, and each observation visit shall be conducted at least seven days
apart. A department of social services shall provide documentation of any observation
visits that it conducts to the court for its consideration as to whether physical custody
should be returned to the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker from whom the juvenile
was removed.

(d)  When a county department of social services having custody or placement
responsibility of a juvenile intends to change the juvenile's placement, the department shall
give the guardian ad litem for the juvenile notice of its intention unless precluded by
emergency circumstances from doing so. Where emergency circumstances exist, the
department of social services shall notify the guardian ad litem or the attorney advocate
within 72 hours of the placement change, unless local rules require notification within a
shorter time period.

()  When a juvenile is placed in the custody of a county department of social
services, the provisions of G.S. 7B-505.1 apply. (2015-135, s. 2.5; 2015-136, s. 11;
2017-41, s. 10.)

8 7B-904. Authority over parents of juvenile adjudicated as abused, neglected, or dependent.

@ If the court orders medical, surgical, psychiatric, psychological, or other treatment
pursuant to G.S. 7B-903, the court may order the parent or other responsible parties to pay the cost
of the treatment or care ordered.

(b) At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing if the court finds that it is in the
best interests of the juvenile for the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult member of the
juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care to be directly involved in
the juvenile's treatment, the court may order the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult
member of the juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care to
participate in medical, psychiatric, psychological, or other treatment of the juvenile. The cost of
the treatment shall be paid pursuant to G.S. 7B-903.

(© At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing the court may determine whether
the best interests of the juvenile require that the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult
member of the juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care undergo
psychiatric, psychological, or other treatment or counseling directed toward remediating or
remedying behaviors or conditions that led to or contributed to the juvenile's adjudication or to the
court's decision to remove custody of the juvenile from the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent,
adult member of the juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care. If the
court finds that the best interests of the juvenile require the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent,
adult member of the juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care
undergo treatment, it may order that individual to comply with a plan of treatment approved by
the court or condition legal custody or physical placement of the juvenile with the parent, guardian,
custodian, stepparent, adult member of the juvenile's household, or adult relative entrusted with
the juvenile's care upon that individual's compliance with the plan of treatment. The court may
order the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult member of the juvenile's household, or
adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care to pay the cost of treatment ordered pursuant to this
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subsection. In cases in which the court has conditioned legal custody or physical placement of the
juvenile with the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult member of the juvenile's household,
or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care upon compliance with a plan of treatment, the
court may charge the cost of the treatment to the county of the juvenile's residence if the court
finds the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult member of the juvenile's household, or adult
relative entrusted with the juvenile's care is unable to pay the cost of the treatment. In all other
cases, if the court finds the parent, guardian, custodian, stepparent, adult member of the juvenile's
household, or adult relative entrusted with the juvenile's care is unable to pay the cost of the
treatment ordered pursuant to this subsection, the court may order that individual to receive
treatment currently available from the area mental health program that serves the parent's
catchment area.

(d) At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing, when legal custody of a juvenile
is vested in someone other than the juvenile's parent, if the court finds that the parent is able to do
so, the court may order that the parent pay a reasonable sum that will cover, in whole or in part,
the support of the juvenile after the order is entered. If the court requires the payment of child
support, the amount of the payments shall be determined as provided in G.S. 50-13.4(c). If the
court places a juvenile in the custody of a county department of social services and if the court
finds that the parent is unable to pay the cost of the support required by the juvenile, the cost shall
be paid by the county department of social services in whose custody the juvenile is placed,
provided the juvenile is not receiving care in an institution owned or operated by the State or
federal government or any subdivision thereof.

(d1) At the dispositional hearing or a subsequent hearing, the court may order the parent,
guardian, custodian, or caretaker served with a copy of the summons pursuant to G.S. 7B-407 to
do any of the following:

1) Attend and participate in parental responsibility classes if those classes are
available in the judicial district in which the parent, guardian, custodian, or
caretaker resides.

2) Provide, to the extent that person is able to do so, transportation for the juvenile
to keep appointments for medical, psychiatric, psychological, or other treatment
ordered by the court if the juvenile remains in or is returned to the home.

3) Take appropriate steps to remedy conditions in the home that led to or
contributed to the juvenile's adjudication or to the court's decision to remove
custody of the juvenile from the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker.

(e) Upon motion of a party or upon the court's own motion, the court may issue an order
directing the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker served with a copy of the summons pursuant
to G.S. 7B-407 to appear and show cause why the parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker should
not be found or held in civil or criminal contempt for willfully failing to comply with an order of
the court. Chapter 5A of the General Statutes shall govern contempt proceedings initiated pursuant
to this section. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1983, c. 837, ss. 2, 3; 1987, ¢. 598, s. 2; 1989, c. 218; c. 529, s.
7;1995, c. 328, s. 2; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 609, s. 4; 1997-456, s. 1; 1998-202, s. 6; 1999-318,
S. 7; 1999-456, s. 60; 2001-208, s. 3; 2001-487, s. 101.)

8 7B-905. Dispositional order.
(@)  The dispositional order shall be in writing, signed, and entered no later than 30
days from the completion of the hearing, and shall contain appropriate findings of fact and
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conclusions of law. The court shall state with particularity, both orally and in the written
order of disposition, the precise terms of the disposition including the kind, duration, and
the person who is responsible for carrying out the disposition and the person or agency in
whom custody is vested. If the order is not entered within 30 days following completion of
the hearing, the clerk of court for juvenile matters shall schedule a subsequent hearing at
the first session of court scheduled for the hearing of juvenile matters following the 30-day
period to determine and explain the reason for the delay and to obtain any needed
clarification as to the contents of the order. The order shall be entered within 10 days of
the subsequent hearing required by this subsection.

(b) A dispositional order under which a juvenile is removed from the custody of a
parent, guardian, custodian, or caretaker shall direct that the review hearing required by
G.S. 7B-906.1 be held within 90 days from of the date of the dispositional hearing and, if
practicable, shall set the date and time for the review hearing.

(c), (d) Repealed by Session Laws 2015-136, s. 12, effective October 1, 2015, and
applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date. (1979, c. 815, s. 1; 1987 (Reg.
Sess., 1988), c. 1090, s. 10; 1991, c. 434, s. 1; 1997-390, s. 8; 1998-202, s. 6; 1998-229, s.
24; 1999-456, s. 60; 2001-208, ss. 4, 18; 2001-487, s. 101; 2005-398, s. 5; 2011-295, s. 9;
2013-129, s. 23; 2015-136, s. 12.)

§ 7B-905.1. Visitation.

(@)  Anorder that removes custody of a juvenile from a parent, guardian, or custodian
or that continues the juvenile's placement outside the home shall provide for appropriate
visitation as may be in the best interests of the juvenile consistent with the juvenile's health
and safety. The court may specify in the order conditions under which visitation may be
suspended.

(b)  If the juvenile is placed or continued in the custody or placement responsibility
of a county department of social services, the court may order the director to arrange,
facilitate, and supervise a visitation plan expressly approved or ordered by the court. The
plan shall indicate the minimum frequency and length of visits and whether the visits shall
be supervised. Unless the court orders otherwise, the director shall have discretion to
determine who will supervise visits when supervision is required, to determine the location
of visits, and to change the day and time of visits in response to scheduling conflicts, illness
of the child or party, or extraordinary circumstances. The director shall promptly
communicate a limited and temporary change in the visitation schedule to the affected
party. Any ongoing change in the visitation schedule shall be communicated to the party
in writing and state the reason for the change.

If the director makes a good faith determination that the visitation plan is not consistent
with the juvenile's health and safety, the director may temporarily suspend all or part of the
visitation plan. The director shall not be subject to any motion to show cause for this
suspension but shall expeditiously file a motion for review.

(c)  Ifthe juvenile is placed or continued in the custody or guardianship of a relative
or other suitable person, any order providing for visitation shall specify the minimum
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frequency and length of the visits and whether the visits shall be supervised. The court may
authorize additional visitation as agreed upon by the respondent and custodian or guardian.

(d) If the court retains jurisdiction, all parties shall be informed of the right to file a
motion for review of any visitation plan entered pursuant to this section. Upon motion of
any party and after proper notice and a hearing, the court may establish, modify, or enforce
a visitation plan that is in the juvenile's best interest. Prior to or at the hearing, the court
may order the department and guardian ad litem to investigate and make written
recommendations as to appropriate visitation and give testimony concerning its
recommendations. For resolution of issues related to visitation, the court may order the
parents, guardian, or custodian to participate in custody mediation where there is a program
established pursuant to G.S. 7A-494. In referring a case to custody mediation, the court
shall specify the issue or issues for mediation, including, but not limited to, whether or not
visitation shall be supervised and whether overnight visitation may occur. Custody
mediation shall not permit the participants to consent to a change in custody. A copy of
any agreement reached in custody mediation shall be provided to all parties and counsel
and shall be approved by the court. The provisions of G.S. 50-13.1(d) through (f) apply to
this section. (2013-129, s. 24.)

8 7B-906: Repealed by Session Laws 2013-129, s. 25, effective October 1, 2013, and
applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date.

8 7B-906.1. Review and permanency planning hearings.

(@)  The court shall conduct a review hearing within 90 days from the date of the
initial dispositional hearing held pursuant to G.S. 7B-901 and shall conduct a review
hearing within six months thereafter. Within 12 months of the date of the initial order
removing custody, there shall be a review hearing designated as a permanency planning
hearing. Review hearings after the initial permanency planning hearing shall be designated
as subsequent permanency planning hearings. Subsequent permanency planning hearings
shall be held at least every six months thereafter or earlier as set by the court to review the
progress made in finalizing the permanent plan for the juvenile, or if necessary, to make a
new permanent plan for the juvenile.

(b)  The director of social services shall make a timely request to the clerk to calendar
each hearing at a session of court scheduled for the hearing of juvenile matters. The clerk
shall give 15 days' notice of the hearing and its purpose to (i) the parents, (ii) the juvenile
if 12 years of age or more, (iii) the guardian, (iv) the person providing care for the juvenile,
(v) the custodian or agency with custody, (vi) the guardian ad litem, and (vii) any other
person or agency the court may specify. The department of social services shall either
provide to the clerk the name and address of the person providing care for the juvenile for
notice under this subsection or file written documentation with the clerk that the juvenile's
current care provider was sent notice of hearing. Nothing in this subsection shall be
construed to make the person providing care for the juvenile a party to the proceeding
solely based on receiving notice and the right to be heard.
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(c) At each hearing, the court shall consider information from the parents, the
juvenile, the guardian, any person providing care for the juvenile, the custodian or agency
with custody, the guardian ad litem, and any other person or agency that will aid in the
court's review. The court may consider any evidence, including hearsay evidence as
defined in G.S. 8C-1, Rule 801, or testimony or evidence from any person that is not a
party, that the court finds to be relevant, reliable, and necessary to determine the needs of
the juvenile and the most appropriate disposition.

(d)  Ateach hearing, the court shall consider the following criteria and make written
findings regarding those that are relevant:

1)

()

@)

(4)

Q)

(6)
(7)

Services which have been offered to reunite the juvenile with either
parent whether or not the juvenile resided with the parent at the time of
removal or the guardian or custodian from whom the child was removed.
Reports on visitation that has occurred and whether there is a need to
create, modify, or enforce an appropriate visitation plan in accordance
with G.S. 7B-905.1.

Whether efforts to reunite the juvenile with either parent clearly would
be unsuccessful or inconsistent with the juvenile's health or safety and
need for a safe, permanent home within a reasonable period of time. The
court shall consider efforts to reunite regardless of whether the juvenile
resided with the parent, guardian, or custodian at the time of removal. If
the court determines efforts would be unsuccessful or inconsistent, the
court shall schedule a permanency planning hearing within 30 days to
address the permanent plans in accordance with this section and
G.S. 7B-906.2, unless the determination is made at a permanency
planning hearing.

Reports on the placements the juvenile has had, the appropriateness of
the juvenile's current foster care placement, and the goals of the juvenile's
foster care plan, including the role the current foster parent will play in
the planning for the juvenile.

If the juvenile is 16 or 17 years of age, a report on an independent living
assessment of the juvenile and, if appropriate, an independent living plan
developed for the juvenile.

When and if termination of parental rights should be considered.

Any other criteria the court deems necessary.

(e) At any permanency planning hearing where the juvenile is not placed with a
parent, the court shall additionally consider the following criteria and make written findings
regarding those that are relevant:

(1)

()

Whether it is possible for the juvenile to be placed with a parent within
the next six months and, if not, why such placement is not in the juvenile's
best interests.

Where the juvenile's placement with a parent is unlikely within six
months, whether legal guardianship or custody with a relative or some
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other suitable person should be established and, if so, the rights and
responsibilities that should remain with the parents.

(3)  Where the juvenile's placement with a parent is unlikely within six
months, whether adoption should be pursued and, if so, any barriers to
the juvenile's adoption.

(4)  Where the juvenile's placement with a parent is unlikely within six
months, whether the juvenile should remain in the current placement, or
be placed in another permanent living arrangement and why.

(5)  Whether the county department of social services has since the initial
permanency plan hearing made reasonable efforts to implement the
permanent plan for the juvenile.

(6)  Any other criteria the court deems necessary.

0 In the case of a juvenile who is in the custody or placement responsibility of a
county department of social services and has been in placement outside the home for 12 of
the most recent 22 months, or a court of competent jurisdiction has determined that the
parent (i) has abandoned the child, (ii) has committed murder or voluntary manslaughter
of another child of the parent, or (iii) has aided, abetted, attempted, conspired, or solicited
to commit murder or voluntary manslaughter of the child or another child of the parent, the
director of the department of social services shall initiate a proceeding to terminate the
parental rights of the parent unless the court finds any of the following:

(1)  The primary permanent plan for the juvenile is guardianship or custody
with a relative or some other suitable person.

(2)  The court makes specific findings as to why the filing of a petition for
termination of parental rights is not in the best interests of the child.

(3)  The department of social services has not provided the juvenile's family
with services the department deems necessary when reasonable efforts
are still required to enable the juvenile's return to a safe home.

(o) At the conclusion of each permanency planning hearing, the judge shall make
specific findings as to the best permanent plans to achieve a safe, permanent home for the
juvenile within a reasonable period of time. The judge shall inform the parent, guardian, or
custodian that failure or refusal to cooperate with the plan may result in an order of the
court in a subsequent permanency planning hearing that reunification efforts may cease.

(h)  The order shall be reduced to writing, signed, and entered no later than 30 days
following the completion of the hearing. If the order is not entered within 30 days following
completion of the hearing, the clerk of court for juvenile matters shall schedule a
subsequent hearing at the first session of court scheduled for the hearing of juvenile matters
following the 30-day period to determine and explain the reason for the delay and to obtain
any needed clarification as to the contents of the order. The order shall be entered within
10 days of the subsequent hearing required by this subsection.

0] The court may maintain the juvenile's placement under review or order a
different placement, appoint a guardian of the person for the juvenile pursuant to
G.S. 7B-600, or order any disposition authorized by G.S. 7B-903, including the authority
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to place the child in the custody of either parent or any relative found by the court to be
suitable and found by the court to be in the best interests of the juvenile.

()] If the court determines that the juvenile shall be placed in the custody of an
individual other than a parent or appoints an individual guardian of the person pursuant to
G.S. 7B-600, the court shall verify that the person receiving custody or being appointed as
guardian of the juvenile understands the legal significance of the placement or appointment
and will have adequate resources to care appropriately for the juvenile.

(k)  If atany time custody is placed with a parent or findings are made in accordance
with subsection (n) of this section, the court shall be relieved of the duty to conduct periodic
judicial reviews of the placement.

M If the court continues the juvenile's placement in the custody or placement
responsibility of a county department of social services, the provisions of G.S. 7B-903.1
shall apply to any order entered under this section.

(m) If the court finds that a proceeding to terminate the parental rights of the
juvenile's parents is necessary in order to perfect the primary permanent plan for the
juvenile, the director of the department of social services shall file a petition to terminate
parental rights within 60 calendar days from the date of the entry of the order unless the
court makes written findings regarding why the petition cannot be filed within 60 days. If
the court makes findings to the contrary, the court shall specify the time frame in which
any needed petition to terminate parental rights shall be filed.

(n)  Notwithstanding other provisions of this Article, the court may waive the
holding of hearings required by this section, may require written reports to the court by the
agency or person holding custody in lieu of review hearings, or order that review hearings
be held less often than every six months if the court finds by clear, cogent, and convincing
evidence each of the following:

(1)  Thejuvenile has resided in the placement for a period of at least one year.

(2) The placement is stable and continuation of the placement is in the
juvenile's best interests.

(3)  Neither the juvenile's best interests nor the rights of any party require that
review hearings be held every six months.

(4)  All parties are aware that the matter may be brought before the court for
review at any time by the filing of a motion for review or on the court's
own motion.

(5)  The court order has designated the relative or other suitable person as the
juvenile's permanent custodian or guardian of the person.

The court may not waive or refuse to conduct a review hearing if a party files a motion
seeking the review. However, if a guardian of the person has been appointed for the
juvenile and the court has also made findings in accordance with subsection (n) of this
section that guardianship is the permanent plan for the juvenile, the court shall proceed in
accordance with G.S. 7B-600(b).

(o)  This section does not apply to post termination of parental rights' placement
reviews. (2013-129, s. 26; 2015-136, ss. 13, 17; 2016-94, s. 12C.1(g1); 2017-161, s. 8.)
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8 7B-906.2. Permanent plans; concurrent planning.

(@  Atany permanency planning hearing pursuant to G.S. 7B-906.1, the court shall
adopt one or more of the following permanent plans the court finds is in the juvenile's best
interest:

(1) Reunification as defined by G.S. 7B-101.

(2)  Adoption under Article 3 of Chapter 48 of the General Statutes.

(3)  Guardianship pursuant to G.S. 7B-600(b).

(4) Custody to a relative or other suitable person.

(5)  Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA) pursuant to
G.S. 7B-912.

(6) Reinstatement of parental rights pursuant to G.S. 7B-1114.

(@l) Concurrent planning shall continue until a permanent plan has been achieved.

(b)  Atany permanency planning hearing, the court shall adopt concurrent permanent
plans and shall identify the primary plan and secondary plan. Reunification shall remain a
primary or secondary plan unless the court made findings under G.S. 7B-901(c) or makes
written findings that reunification efforts clearly would be unsuccessful or would be
inconsistent with the juvenile's health or safety. The court shall order the county department
of social services to make efforts toward finalizing the primary and secondary permanent
plans and may specify efforts that are reasonable to timely achieve permanence for the
juvenile.

(c) At the first permanency planning hearing held pursuant to G.S. 7B-906.1, the
court shall make a finding about whether the efforts of the county department of social
services toward reunification were reasonable, unless reunification efforts were ceased in
accordance with G.S. 7B-901(c) or this section. In every subsequent permanency planning
hearing held pursuant to G.S. 7B-906.1, the court shall make written findings about the
efforts the county department of social services has made toward the primary permanent
plan and any secondary permanent plans in effect prior to the hearing. The court shall make
a conclusion about whether efforts to finalize the permanent plan were reasonable to timely
achieve permanence for the juvenile.

(d) At any permanency planning hearing under subsections (b) and (c) of this
section, the court shall make written findings as to each of the following, which shall
demonstrate lack of success:

(1)  Whether the parent is making adequate progress within a reasonable
period of time under the plan.

(2)  Whether the parent is actively participating in or cooperating with the
plan, the department, and the guardian ad litem for the juvenile.

(3)  Whether the parent remains available to the court, the department, and
the guardian ad litem for the juvenile.

(4)  Whether the parent is acting in a manner inconsistent with the health or
safety of the juvenile.

(e)  If the juvenile is 14 years of age or older, the court shall make written findings
in accordance with G.S.7B-912(a), regardless of the juvenile's permanent plan.
(2015-136, s. 14; 2016-94, s. 12C.1(h).)
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8 7B-907: Repealed by Session Laws 2013-129, s. 25, effective October 1, 2013, and
applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date.

8 7B-908. Post termination of parental rights' placement court review.

(@)  The purpose of each placement review is to ensure that every reasonable effort
is being made to provide for permanent placement plans for the juvenile who has been
placed in the custody of a county director or licensed child-placing agency, which are
consistent with the juvenile's best interests. At each review hearing the court may consider
information from the department of social services, the licensed child-placing agency, the
guardian ad litem, the child, the person providing care for the child, and any other person
or agency the court determines is likely to aid in the review. The court may consider any
evidence, including hearsay evidence as defined in G.S. 8C-1, Rule 801, that the court finds
to be relevant, reliable, and necessary to determine the needs of the juvenile and the most
appropriate disposition.

(b)  The court shall conduct a placement review not later than six months from the
date of the termination hearing when parental rights have been terminated by a petition or
motion brought by any person or agency designated in G.S. 7B-1103(a)(2) through (6), or
one parent's parental rights have been terminated by court order and the other parent's
parental rights have been relinquished under Chapter 48 of the General Statutes, and a
county director or licensed child-placing agency has custody of the juvenile. The court
shall conduct reviews every six months thereafter until the juvenile is the subject of a
decree of adoption:

(1)  No more than 30 days and no less than 15 days prior to each review, the
clerk shall give notice of the review to the juvenile if the juvenile is at
least 12 years of age, the legal custodian of the juvenile, the person
providing care for the juvenile, the guardian ad litem, if any, and any other
person or agency the court may specify. The department of social services
shall either provide to the clerk the name and address of the person
providing care for the child for notice under this subsection or file written
documentation with the clerk that the child's current care provider was
sent notice of hearing. Only the juvenile, if the juvenile is at least 12 years
of age, the legal custodian of the juvenile, the person providing care for
the juvenile, and the guardian ad litem shall attend the review hearings,
except as otherwise directed by the court. Nothing in this subdivision
shall be construed to make the person a party to the proceeding solely
based on receiving notice and the right to be heard. Any individual whose
parental rights have been terminated shall not be considered a party to the
proceeding unless an appeal of the order terminating parental rights is
pending, and a court has stayed the order pending the appeal.

(2) If aguardian ad litem for the juvenile has not been appointed previously
by the court in the termination proceeding, the court, at the initial
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six-month review hearing, may appoint a guardian ad litem to represent
the juvenile. The court may continue the case for such time as is necessary
for the guardian ad litem to become familiar with the facts of the case.

(c)  The court shall consider at least the following in its review and make written
findings regarding the following that are relevant:

(1) The adequacy of the permanency plans developed by the county
department of social services or a licensed child-placing agency for a
permanent placement in the juvenile's best interests and the efforts of the
department or agency to implement the plans.

(2)  Whether the juvenile has been listed for adoptive placement with NC
Kids Adoption and Foster Care Network or any other child-specific
recruitment program or whether there is an exemption to listing that the
court finds is in the child's best interest.

(3)  The efforts previously made by the department or agency to find a
permanent placement for the juvenile.

(4)  Whether the current placement is in the juvenile's best interest.

(d)  The court, after making findings of fact, shall adopt concurrent permanent plans
and identify the primary and secondary plan in accordance with G.S. 7B-906.2(a)(2)
through (6). The court may specify efforts that are necessary to accomplish a permanent
placement that is in the best interests of the juvenile.

(d1) If a juvenile is not placed with prospective adoptive parents as selected in
G.S. 7B-1112.1, the court may order a placement that the court finds to be in the juvenile's
best interest after considering the department's recommendations.

(e)  If the juvenile is the subject of a decree of adoption prior to the date scheduled
for the review, within 10 days of receiving notice that the adoption decree has been entered,
the department of social services shall file with the court and serve on any guardian ad
litem for the juvenile written notice of the entry. The adoption decree shall not be filed in
the court file. The review hearing shall be cancelled with notice of said cancellation given
by the clerk to all persons previously notified.

0 Repealed by Session Laws 2011-295, s. 10, effective October 1, 2011, and
applicable to actions filed or pending on or after that date. (1983, c. 607, s. 1; 1993, c. 537,
S. 2; 1998-202, s. 6; 1998-229, ss. 9, 26; 1999-456, s. 60; 2003-62, s. 4; 2005-398, s. 8;
2007-276, s. 5; 2009-311, s. 8; 2011-295, s. 10; 2013-129, s. 27; 2017-161, 5. 9.)

8 7B-909. Review of agency's plan for placement.

(@) The director of social services or the director of the licensed private
child-placing agency shall promptly notify the clerk to calendar the case for review of the
department'’s or agency's plan for the juvenile at a session of court scheduled for the hearing
of juvenile matters if the juvenile is in the custody of the department or agency and has not
become the subject of a decree of adoption within six months following relinquishment of
the juvenile for adoption by a parent, guardian, or guardian ad litem under the provisions
of Part 7 of Article 3 of Chapter 48 of the General Statutes.
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(b)  Repealed by Session Laws 2007-276, s. 6, effective October 1, 2007.

(b1) If the court finds on motion of a department of social services or licensed
child-placing agency that a consent or relinquishment for adoption necessary for the
juvenile to be adopted cannot be obtained, and that no further steps are being taken to
terminate the parental rights of the parent from whom consent or relinquishment has not
been obtained, the court may order, upon finding that it is in the juvenile's best interest,
that any relinquishment for adoption signed by a parent who has surrendered the child for
adoption shall be voided pursuant to G.S. 48-3-707(a)(4). Before voiding any
relinquishment under this subsection, the court shall require the county department of
social services or licensed child-placing agency to give at least 15 days' notice to the
relinquishing parent whose rights will be restored. The relinquishing parent shall have the
right to be heard on (i) whether the relinquishment should be voided and (ii) the parent's
plan to provide for the juvenile if the relinquishment is voided. If after due diligence the
relinquishing parent cannot be located, the notice of hearing shall be deposited in the
United States mail, return receipt requested, and sent to the address of the parent given in
the relinquishment. The date of receipt of the notice is deemed the date of delivery or last
attempted delivery.

(c)  Notification of the court under this section shall be by a petition for review or
motion for review, if the court is exercising jurisdiction over the juvenile. The review shall
be conducted within 30 days following the filing of the petition for review unless the court
shall otherwise direct. The court shall conduct reviews every six months until the juvenile
Is the subject of a decree of adoption. However, further reviews are not required after the
voiding of a relinquishment under subsection (b1) of this section. The initial review and all
subsequent reviews, except a review hearing under subsection (b1) of this section, shall be
conducted pursuant to G.S. 7B-908. Any individual whose parental rights have been
terminated or who has relinquished the juvenile for adoption under the provisions of Part
7 of Article 3 of Chapter 48 of the General Statutes shall not be considered a party to the
review unless an appeal of the order terminating parental rights is pending, and a court has
stayed the order pending the appeal. (1983, c. 607, s. 2; 1993, c. 537, s. 4; 1995, c. 457, s.
6; 1998-202, s. 6; 1998-229, s. 9; 1999-456, s. 60; 2005-398, s. 9; 2007-276, s. 6; 2013-129,
s. 28; 2013-236, s. 1; 2013-410, s. 27.)

8 7B-910. Review of voluntary foster care placements.

@ The court shall review the placement of any juvenile in foster care made pursuant to a
voluntary agreement between the juvenile's parents or guardian and a county department of social
services and shall make findings from evidence presented at a review hearing with regard to:

(1)  The voluntariness of the placement;

2 The appropriateness of the placement;

3) Whether the placement is in the best interests of the juvenile; and

4 The services that have been or should be provided to the parents, guardian,
foster parents, and juvenile, as the case may be, either (i) to improve the
placement or (ii) to eliminate the need for the placement.
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(b) The court may approve the continued placement of the juvenile in foster care on a
voluntary agreement basis, disapprove the continuation of the voluntary placement, or direct the
department of social services to petition the court for legal custody if the placement is to continue.

(© An initial review hearing shall be held not more than 90 days after the juvenile's
placement and shall be calendared by the clerk for hearing within such period upon timely request
by the director of social services. An additional review hearing shall be held 90 days thereafter and
any review hearings at such times as the court shall deem appropriate and shall direct, either upon
its own motion or upon written request of the parents, guardian, foster parents, or director of social
services. A juvenile placed under a voluntary agreement between the juvenile's parent or guardian
and the county department of social services shall not remain in placement more than six months
without the filing of a petition alleging abuse, neglect, or dependency.

(d) The clerk shall give at least 15 days' advance written notice of the initial and subsequent
review hearings to the parents or guardian of the juvenile, to the juvenile if 12 or more years of
age, to the director of social services, and to any other persons whom the court may specify. (1983,
c. 607, s. 2; 1993, c. 537, s. 4; 1995, c. 457, s. 6; 1998-202, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60; 2001-208, s. 21;
2001-487,s. 101.)

§ 7B-910.1. Review of voluntary foster care placements with young adults.

(@)  The court shall review the placement of a young adult in foster care authorized
by G.S. 108A-48(c) when the director of social services and a young adult who was in
foster care as a juvenile enter into a voluntary placement agreement. The review hearing
shall be held not more than 90 days from the date the agreement was executed, and the
court shall make findings from evidence presented at this review hearing with regard to all
of the following:

(1)  Whether the placement is in the best interest of the young adult in foster
care.

(2)  The services that have been or should be provided to the young adult in
foster care to improve the placement.

(3)  The services that have been or should be provided to the young adult in
foster care to further the young adult's educational or vocational
ambitions, if relevant.

(b)  Upon written request of the young adult or the director of social services, the
court may schedule additional hearings to monitor the placement and progress toward the
young adult's educational or vocational ambitions.

(c)  No guardian ad litem under G.S. 7B-601 will be appointed to represent the
young adult in the initial or any subsequent hearing.

(d)  The clerk shall give written notice of the initial and any subsequent review
hearings to the young adult in foster care and the director of social services at least 15 days
prior to the date of the hearing. (2015-241, s. 12C.9(g); 2017-161, s. 10.)

8 7B-911. Civil child custody order.
(@  Upon placing custody with a parent or other appropriate person, the court shall
determine whether or not jurisdiction in the juvenile proceeding should be terminated and

NC General Statutes - Chapter 7B Acrticle 9 18



custody of the juvenile awarded to a parent or other appropriate person pursuant to G.S.
50-13.1, 50-13.2, 50-13.5, and 50-13.7.

(b)  When the court enters a custody order under this section, the court shall either
cause the order to be filed in an existing civil action relating to the custody of the juvenile
or, if there is no other civil action, instruct the clerk to treat the order as the initiation of a
civil action for custody.

If the order is filed in an existing civil action and the person to whom the court is
awarding custody is not a party to that action, the court shall order that the person be joined
as a party and that the caption of the case be changed accordingly. The order shall resolve
any pending claim for custody and shall constitute a modification of any custody order
previously entered in the action.

If the court's order initiates a civil action, the court shall designate the parties to the
action and determine the most appropriate caption for the case. The civil filing fee is waived
unless the court orders one or more of the parties to pay the filing fee for a civil action into
the office of the clerk of superior court. The order shall constitute a custody determination,
and any motion to enforce or modify the custody order shall be filed in the newly created
civil action in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 50 of the General Statutes. The
Administrative Office of the Courts may adopt rules and shall develop and make available
appropriate forms for establishing a civil file to implement this section.

(c)  When entering an order under this section, the court shall satisfy the following:

(1)  Make findings and conclusions that support the entry of a custody order
in an action under Chapter 50 of the General Statutes or, if the juvenile is
already the subject of a custody order entered pursuant to Chapter 50,
makes findings and conclusions that support modification of that order
pursuant to G.S. 50-13.7.

(2)  Make the following findings:

a. There is not a need for continued State intervention on behalf of the
juvenile through a juvenile court proceeding.
b. At least six months have passed since the court made a determination

that the juvenile's placement with the person to whom the court is
awarding custody is the permanent plan for the juvenile, though this
finding is not required if the court is awarding custody to a parent or to
a person with whom the child was living when the juvenile petition was
filed. (2005-320, s. 4; 2013-129, s. 29.)

8 7B-912. Juveniles 14 years of age and older; Another Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement.

(@ In addition to the permanency planning requirements under G.S. 7B-906.1, at
every permanency planning hearing for a juvenile in the custody of a county department of
social services who has attained the age of 14 years, the court shall inquire and make
written findings regarding each of the following:

(1)  The services provided to assist the juvenile in making a transition to
adulthood.
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()

©)

The steps the county department of social services is taking to ensure that
the foster family or other licensed placement provider follows the
reasonable and prudent parent standard as provided in G.S. 131D-10.2A.
Whether the juvenile has regular opportunities to engage in
age-appropriate or developmentally appropriate activities.

(b)  Ator before the last scheduled permanency planning hearing, but at least 90 days
before a juvenile attains 18 years of age, the court shall (i) inquire as to whether the juvenile
has a copy of the juvenile's birth certificate, Social Security card, health insurance
information, drivers license or other identification card, and any educational or medical
records the juvenile requests and (ii) determine the person or entity that should assist the
juvenile in obtaining these documents before the juvenile attains the age of 18 years.

(c)  Ifthe court finds each of the following conditions applies, the court shall approve
Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA) as defined by P.L. 113-183, as
the juvenile's primary permanent plan:

(1)
()

@)

(4)

The juvenile is 16 or 17 years old.

The county department of social services has made diligent efforts to
place the juvenile permanently with a parent or relative or in a
guardianship or adoptive placement.

Compelling reasons exist that it is not in the best interest of the juvenile
to be placed permanently with a parent or relative or in a guardianship or
adoptive placement.

APPLA is the best permanency plan for the juvenile.

(d)  If the court approves APPLA as the juvenile's permanent plan, the court shall,
after questioning the juvenile, make written findings addressing the juvenile's desired
permanency outcome. (2015-135, s. 2.6; 2015-136, s. 15.)
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